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CHARGES PREPARED

Judge Advocate Genera! Working on

the Easan Case.

COURSE OF DEFENSE NOT OUTLINED

Composition of the Court Not

Finally Determined.

GEN. MILES' DEPARTURE

General Eagan was again at the War De¬
partment at the head of the commissary
general's office at the opening of business
this morning. Se he had not been served
over night with the formal order of the de-
partment to appear before the court-mar-
tial. It was said at the War Department
that there would be nothing like an ar¬

rest or any sensational proceedings in the
case.
S..me time during the afternoon a notice

will be dispatched by the adjutant general
to the commissary general through the
ordinary routine channels. This notice

m

fienernl Merritf.

will Pimply recite the fact of the ordering
of the court-martial, and it is presumed
that when he receives it, the commissary
t: ral will turn our the conduct of his
o»ce t.. Colonel George B. Davis, the next
officer, in rank In the office, and repair to
his home.

Tin* ( liartre*.
Probably the notice will, in addition to the

detail foi the court, contain a statement
o. the charges which are to be preferred
against him. It is the duty of the judge
a .-ocate general to prepare the charges,
and he was to day engaged in that work.
1 h. y are two in number, one charge, known
us a drag-net charge, of contact unbecom¬
ing an officer and a gentleman, and the
other, conduct to the prejudice of military
discipline. 'Hie specifications will be made
u<' "t extracts from the original statement

bv'r War in^'t-s:isating commission
> Ueneral Eacao. these extracts, of coarse

"Lu* .- of lhe most ' x -essive of the
.top,ted to General Miles. While it

rl W :yUiC tilat Really the original state-
..t lUed by Gnwisl Eagan and then with-

I....AI1 by him does not exist, it is not felt
t. at any .-erious dillieulty will be experi-

. <>n that score. The newspaper pub-
' Produced, and if their ac-

l!" challenged, the members of the
,UI investigating commission would be
i ;>'-p'tent witnesses on that point.

ae charges and specifications have been
.it.ute t. and are now ;n haIlU# uf tne
i -Jent.

.-..nr?" hKaei',1? ha* not outlined the

...urs.- he will pursue or the nature of his
0- i. if he mak. s any. He is at present«Based in looking lor counsel. After
t.. n. Kagan has conferred w ith his couns-1
he will determine upon his plea.

I ho I'roctMiurc.
lhe procedure before a military court

tlifters materially from the civil procedure,
and it therefore bo om, s possible in this
case for Gen. Kagau to return a double
p .a. even under one charge. For instance,
assnaring. that the principal charge is "con¬
duct ct.becumins an officer and a gentle-
ma:, he may plead not guilty, though to
the sp. .-ifl.-ation setting out the use of the

1, ,!'t:Vr .'an!fuaf h*' Plead guilty.
' r he may admit having used
... while denying that by using
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.i-\" f"r !h" court t.. S, ttie that paint.1U* .....«lH.sit,0n .f the court, as an-
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,i. ri.rt Of
a i-rojudic.( on
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The >pccia] order r.r the trial by coart-

'. /' of I;n«- Charles P. Eagan
cc missarj general of subsistence, on ac-

.: Ma conduct before the war investl-
* . commission last Friday, was an¬

nounced at the War Department last night,
as fuiiow s:
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l pon the final adjournment of the courtthe members will return to their prop^stations. R. A. AI.GEFi.
Secretary of War.

Will Meet Aext Wednesday.
The court is made up of thirteen army

officers, of whom Major General Wesley

Merritt is at the head, and a judge advo-
oaie: and it is to meet in this city Wednes¬
day, the £>th instant, or as soon thereafter
as practicable, this qualification being nec¬

essary because a number of the members
art* .it disla.it points and will require some

days to adjust their affairs and reach this
city. All the officers composing the court,
save one. are from the regu.ar army, a

number of whom, however, during the war

I.icut. Col. (>eoi*Ke H. Davift.

accepted volunteer rank and still hold those
commissions. Major General Rmler Is the
only one who is not connected with the
regular army.
Of the fourteen officers of the court, ten

were correctly given in the list of probable
members in yesterday's Star. The officers
of the court are now located as follows:
General Merritt, at New York; Generals
Wade and Butler, at Washington: general
Young, at Augusta: General Frank, at An-
niston, Ala.; General Pennington, at Atlan¬
ta; General R indall at Greenville, S. C.;
General Kiine, at Athens, C!a.; General
Comba. at Huntsville. Ala.: Colonel Hains,
at Baltimore; Colonel Gillespie, at New
York: Colonel Suter. at Boston; Colonel
Guenther, at the Washington barracks, and
Lieutenant Colonel Davis, at West Point.
The .JimIlie Advocate of the Court.

Lieut. Col. George B. Davis, who is named
as judge advocate of the Eagan court-mar¬
tial, is well known in Washington. He
served here a number of j-ears at the head
of the war records office, having been detail¬
ed for this task from the judge advocate
general's office. In this capacity he made the
acquaintance of many men high in public
life and established a reputation as one of
the most genial as well as one of the most
efficient army officers ever detailed in
Washington. Standing very high in the
esteem of the successive administrations of
the War Department, Lieut. Col. Davis has
received important assignments from time
to time. Several years ago. before his tour
of duty at the head of the war records
office, he was instructor in law at West
Fl int the same duty which he is now per¬
forming.
While serving in Washington he was de¬

tailed as judge advocate of the court of in¬
quiry which conducted the preliminary ex¬
amination into the aqueduct tunnel scandal,
and upon the convening of a court-martial
to try Major Lydecker he was named as

judge advocate of that tribunal as well.
His skillful conduct of the proceedings of
that court attracted genera! attention. The
trial involved many technical details of un¬
usual intricacy, which were ably handled
by the judge advocate. Shortly after the
dissolution of that court another convened,
composed of several of the officers who
served on the Lydecker court, for the pur¬
pose of trying XIajor George A. Armes, re¬
tired. charged with conduct unbecoming
an officer, in that he tweaked the nose of
Gi n. Beavei", then governor of Pennsyl¬
vania and grand marshal of the Harrison
inaugural parade. Lieut. Col. (then major)
Davis was judge advocate of this court as
well, and displayed rare tact In handling
the ease, which involved several delicate
possibilities. It is a curious coincidence
that Gen. Beaver, then virtually the com-
plainant in the case against the accused, is
now a member of the commission before
which the vituperative language was ut-
tered by Gen. Eagan.
Lieut. Col. Davis has a smooth, easy man¬

ner of handling a witness, which, coupled
with keen insight into character and a
thorough knowledge of the law, evolves a
maximum of value from the testimony.
He has not the style of the orator in pre¬
senting a case, but is rather persuasive
through the soundness of his facts and the
brevity of his presentation. It is widely
felt that his selection is particularly happy
in view of the fact that he has never been
in the slightest degree Identified with any
army faction, but has proceeded along a
course of unremitting attention to duty re¬
gardless of personalities. He is regarded as
one of the highest legal authorities of the
army, especially in matters pertaining to
discipline.

MRTROI'Ol.ITW H. It. EXTEXSIOX.

An Examination to Be Made Ijj- a
( oiiitresxioiial Committee.

The Mibcommlttee of the Senate commit¬
tee on the Ihstrict of Columbia In charge
of the House bill providing for the exten¬
sion of the Metropolitan railway along Co¬
lumbia road and 17th Street will not make
any report on that measure until they have
g' tie over the hne of the proposed extension,
v.-hlcli they will do very shortly.
Th.- railroad company prefers to extend

on what is known as old l*;th street north-
ward from Columbia road, instead of on
17th street, on account of the deep fills
and the difficulty in getting a firm founda¬
tion on the latter route, and it is probable
that the subcommittee will favor this
change.

»-. ¦*

STAItS FOR ROOSEVELT.

Recommended for the Ilrevet of Brig¬
adier ttcneral.

Gov. Theodore Roosevelt of New York,
formerly colonel of the 1st United States
Volunteer Cavalry (Rough Riders), will
receive the brevet of brigadier general of
vo.unteers for gallant and meritorious con¬
duct in the Santiago campaign, provided
the Senate confirms his nomination by the
President. Gov. Roosevelt's name is in¬
cluded in a long list of nearly Ono officers
who have beei. recommended by the armybrevi t iMiard. of which Gen. Sehwan is
president, for brevet appointments for dis¬
tinguish* d conduct In Cuba.

The Military Academy Hill.
The Military Academy bill has been com¬

pleted by the House committee on military
affairs. It carries $&*2,017, or $74,0«» less
than the estimates. Among the most im¬
portant new items are $"r»,000 for recon¬
structing the library and $25,000 for heat¬
ing and furnishing Cullom Memorial Hall
given to the academy by General Cullom.
Col. Mills, commandant of the academyand one of the heroes of El Caney. has
b^. n before the committee several days ex¬
plaining the needs.

To l.lmlt IVimhinerN.
Senator Sullivan today gave notice of an

amendment he will offer to the pension ap¬
propriation bill, providing that "no pen¬
sion shall he paid out of money appropri¬
ated to any person as a dependent who has
an Income from any property or office or
otherwise of 1750 per year outside o< the
pensions."

Rrpreiientatlve I'llney HomIkiih.
Representative Pitney of New Jersey, who

was elected a member of the New Jersoy
senate, has resigned his seat in the House.
He was a member of the subcommittee of
the House committee on

_ appropriations
having charge of the District appropriation
bid. Mr. Pitney would have been one of
the conferees on the bill, and Mr. Bingham
or Pennsylvania has been appointed in his
I>;ace. The conferees have not set a day
..or beginning conference on the bill.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
The Cuban Evacuation Commission

Makes Its Report.

THE PRESIDENT'S MGRATOUTIONS

Secretaries Hay and Alger Compli¬
ment the Members.

OTHER MATTERS

The military commission which completed
the evacuation of Cuba made its final re¬

port to President McKinley today. The
commission, consisting of Major General
James F. Wade, Major General M. C. But¬
ler and Admiral Sampson, together with
Brigadier Geneial Clous, secretary, and
Major \V. E. Almy, assistant adjutant gen¬
eral; Major Charles J. Allison, Major J. C.
W. Brooks, Capt. L. C. Griscom and Lieut.
J. I'. Wade, staff officers, first visited the
State Department and submitted the orig¬
inal report of their proceedings to Sec¬
retary Hay, together with exhibits, plans
of forts, &c. Secretary Hay made a talk
commending the commission for the ra¬

pidity of its work, which he said he con¬
sidered a "phenomenal performance." He
was sure that the administration and the
country was pleased with the work of the
commission.
A copy of the report was next presented

lo Secretary Alger at the War Department.
With the report were valuable Spanish mil¬
itary maps of the island. Secretary Alger
said that for himself and the President lie
desired to congratulate the commission on
the admirable and speedy manner in which
it had accomplished its work in securing
the evacuation of the island by the Spanish
forces. He said that he had antlcipat d
that the commission would meet with the
greatest difficulty from both Spaniards and
Cubans. The tact and skill with which all
questions were ha-idled deserved the appre¬
ciation they received.

Tlie President'* Congratulations.
President McKinley received the commis¬

sion in the library and received the formal
report. He joined in congratulations and
thanks and said that the commission had
rendered a great service to the country.
The President then personally thanked each
commissioner, and some time was spent in
conversation.
The report consists of 172 typewritten

pages, and includes many letters to and
from the Spanish officials. In view of the
fact that Congress may call for the report
it will not be made public from the White
House at this time.
Among the papers left with the President

was a letter from the commissioners high¬
ly commending Brig. Gen. «'lous for his
work as secretary, and recommending him
to the favorable consideration of the Presi¬
dent.

Conference With (ien. Wood.
General Leonard Wood, who will return

to Santiago in a few days, had a long talk
with President McKinley today in the pri¬
vate part of the White House, where the
conference would not be interrupted by
callers. It is thought that General Wood is
seeking to have Santiago's financial affairs
made independent of the remainder of the
island. The matter will be determined some
time soon.

Mr. Keren* n Caller.
Richard Kerens, the republican leader of

Missouri, visited the White House today,
having just come to Washington from his
state. Mr. Kerens a few days ago received
the unanimous nomination of the republi¬
cans ir. the Missouri legislature for United
States senator. This is the first unanimous
nomination of the kind ever made by the
republ'cans of that state, and is considered
a high compliment to Mr. Kerens. For
years factional lights have so torn tho Mis¬
souri republicans that they could hardly
agree upon even a candidate for coroner.
Mr. Kerens i< receiving congratulationsfrom all sides, the President leading. The
caucus nomination firmly establishes Mr.
Kerens at the head of the organization in
Missouri

Incited to \ev.' Orleans.
When in Atlanta last month President

McKinley was urged to visit New Orleans
in May to be present at a peace jubilee.
The invitation was repeated today by a
delegation of distinguished Louisianans.
Gov. Foster and Mayor Flower of New
Orlea.is were members of the delegation,
in addition to the senators and representa¬
tives in Congress.
The time fixed for the jubilee is May 8.

The President saul thai such a trip would
give him pleasure, but he could not now
say whether he could attend.
The entire Arkansas delegation in Con¬

gress "visited the White House and War
Department today to urge that the 2d Ar¬
kansas Regiment be mustered out of serv¬
ice. The regiment is stationed at Annis-
ton, Ala. The President was unable at
this time to promise to carry out the re¬
quest, but said he would confer with Sec¬
retary Alger.

Sentence Commuted.
The President has commuted the sentence

of Charles Kuhnert by remitting the fine of
$10 imposed when Kuhnert was sentenced.
The commutation will take thirty days' im¬
prisonment from the sentence and release
Kuhnert from jail today. On March 18,
1KUK, Kuhnert struck T'hos. J. Coyle with
hi'5 fist and Coyle died later. Kuhnert was
convicted of manslaughter, and on the 1st
of July, 1898, was sentenced to eight months
in prison and a fine of $10. By reason of
good conduct Kuhnert's term has expired.
The commutation was recommended by the
trial judge, district attorney and Attorney
General Griggs.

A West Indian Commission.
The statement that the President is ar¬

ranging to appoint a commission for the
West Indies similar to that going to the
Philippines is incorrect. The President,
however, has under consideration the ap¬
pointment of three civilians to act as assist¬
ants to himself and Secretary Alger in the
settlement of many questions of law and
fact, which daily arise in Porto Rico; pos¬
sibly in Cuba. The commission will have
n< thing to do with the question of.a form
of government for Porto Rico. The com¬
missioners will work here or wherever or¬
dered, and their duties will be to advise as
to questions put in their hands.
One member of the board or commission

has probably been selected. He is Charles
W. Watkins, a business man of Grand
Rapids, Mich. He was introduced to the
President yesterday by Senator McMillan.
I'nless there is a change in the present

program only one military officer will
be connected with the t>oard. This may be
General G. V. Henry, commanding the de¬
partment of Porto Rico.

I Senator Cirny Expects Ha<iiicr.tion.
Senator Gray cf Delaware was at the

White House today to introduce several
corstituents who wanted to see the Pres¬
ident. In talking to a representative of
The Star about the peace treaty, Semitor
Gray said:

"1 believe the treaty will be ratified. I
cannot see the value of amendments now.
There is plenty of time to declare the posi¬tion of this country as to the Philippines.We cannot afford to commit, this country-yet.
"We do not yet know what we may want

to do about the islands. We d-o not even

know whether the people are capable of
self-govenment.
"1 wu not in favor of taking- the Philip¬

pines, but the country demanded that the.
islands should not be left in possession of
Spain. Kven Senator Hoar demanded this.
So did nearly every man now opposing the
treaty. What else were we to do under
these circumstances?
We certainly could not have taken the

islands from Spain and'at once turned them
over to the people, leaving anarchy and
murder to reign. This would not have been
just to the Filipinos, to ourselves or to the
world."

SITE FOR THE LIBRARY

A Bill to Be Introduced in the Senate Desig¬
nating It,

Hit. Vernon Square to Tnke the Place

of Tlint Su^gented I»y Com¬

missioner*.

A bill designating Mt. Vjrnon Square as
a sit; for the library building to be erected
in this city by Mr. Andrew Carnegie will
piol>ably be reported tomorrow from the
Senate committee on the District of Co¬
lumbia.
This bill will probably be in the form of

an amendment to Mr. McMillan's bill, pro¬
posed by the Commissioners, designating
th3 reservation in front of the Center Mar¬
ket at 7th street and Pennsylvania avenue
for this purpose. The bill will contain some
provision in regard to the way in which
the building is to be constructed, and Mr.
Bernard Green may be named to personally
supervise the construction. Mr. Green was
prominently identified with the construc¬
tion <.f th<* Congressional library building,and was lately consulted in the work, of
constructing a library building in New York
city. He i.s regarded as eminently iitted for
the duty of seeing that a proper librarybuilding is put up on thi site to be desig¬
nated by Congress.

W hat Senator McMiHiin Sa>«.
Senator McMillan, chairman of the Senate

committee on the District of Columbia, toid
a Star reporter today that he visited Mt.
Vernon Square yesterday to look at it spe¬
cially in view of its availability for a site
for the library. He was Impressed with
many advantages it would have for this
purpose. He spoke ot it as accessible to
every street railway system in the District
and as desirable as bung wiihfei easy walk¬
ing distance of pubiie school buildingswhich accommodate ab»*ut :.,«*» pupils. He
thought the building should face the west,where it would be seen to splendid advan¬
tage for a long distance on New York and
Massachusetts avenues and on K street.
The question whether the building should

be in the middle of the square or nearly
abutting on i)th street is one that has not
been determined. In whatever form the
I ill is amended 10 be l«^port^d to the Sen¬
ate it will probably give -the Commissioners
some authority over the matter.

Views ( oniMiNNiMierN.
Mr. B. IT. Warner of the board of direc¬

tors of the public library called at the Dis¬
trict building this afternoon for the pur¬
pose of ascertaining the position of the
Commissioners as to the Mount Vernon
place site for the proposed library building.
Mr. Warner learned frofn a conference with
the Commissioners that they are wedded to
no one particular site, despite the fact that
they recommended to Congress what is
known as the Pennsylvania avenue site.
What the Commissioners most desire is
that some location acceptable to L » peo¬
ple of the District and to Congress n ay- l>e
determined upon. They recommended o
one on the avenue because, in their opin¬
ion, which opinion tin y still entertain, it is
the best, all things considered.
Speaking of th< matter today to a Stat

reporter, Commissioner Ross said he felt
authorized to say for the board that they
are partial to no one site for the public
library.
"If the Mount Vernon place site should

be considered by the people and Congress
to be more desirable than that on the ave¬
nue, its adoption would meet my approval,
and also. 1 feel sure, that of my associates.
We are very desirous that Mr. Carnegie's
very generous offer should not be lost be¬
cause of a failure of the people to agree
upon a site, and while I ,Btili am of the
opinion that the one on the avenue is most
desirable, 1 recognize the fact that Mount
Vernon place would also be a most excel¬
lent one."

.11 r. Wijiiif"- Recommendation.

Commissioner Wight this afternoon ex¬
pressed himself in the matter by recom¬
mending to his associates the adoption of
the following: "That the board of District
Commissioners state, as its position in this
matter, that they are more desirous of se¬
curing for the citizens of the District the
erection and use of the library, than they
are that it should be placed at any par¬
ticular point. They are, therefore, entire¬
ly willing to accept any site- that may be
agreed upon by a majority of the citizens
and that will be satisfactory to Congress."
Captain Beach, the District Engineer

Commissioner, said: "I have no personal
wishes in this matter of a site for the pub¬
lic library, and will be quite satisfied with
any which a majority of the people of the
District may select. The erection of the
library or. Mount Verrioh space would un¬
doubtedly make it accessible to most of
the people, and conveniently so. There¬
fore, if the people favor that site and Con¬
gress i.s agreeable, I am quite sure it will
meet with no opposition from the Commis¬
sioners. If such a thing were possible, 1
would be inclined to favor a vote on the
question by the people of the District."

No WifiteMMCH Present.
The war investigating commission was

again today without witnesses and there¬
fore held only a short session. The mem¬
bers present were pained to learn of the
serious turn of the illness of their col¬
league, Col. Sexton.

I.ate Natal Orders.
Passed Assistant Engineer W. C. Herbert

has been detached from the Cincinnati and
ordered to the Badger.
Chief Dnginerr K. S. Paul, detached from

the Badger and ordered home.
IJ.eut. A. E. Culver, detached from the

Majtflower, when out of commission, and
ordered to duty on the Supply.

Gen. Stanton's Improvement.
Gen. Stanton is reporteel to be maintaining

the improvement he has manifested within
the last few days, and his friends now
feel much encouraged as to the prospects
of his ultimate recovery.'

To Herniate Practice of Dentistry.
The bill which the Commissioners pre¬

pared, after consultation with the Wash¬
ington Dental Sociqty, to regulate the prac¬
tice of dentistry in this city, has been in¬
troduced in the House and referred to the
District committee. Opposition has already
developed to the bill and there may be a
hearing upon it. ,

Appointed u Smithsonian Hereof.
The House today passed a resolution ap¬

pointing President James B. Angell of the
University of Michigan a member of the
board of regents of tifte Smithsonian Insti¬
tution.

Aator Battery Eli Route Home.
DENVER, Col., January ti»..The Astor

Battery arrived in Denver this morning.
Th^y will resume their homeward journey
at 1:40 p.m.

Three British and One American
Warship Ordered There.

UGLY MOVE OF GERMAN CONSUL

Was Finally Forced Out of the

Supreme Court Room.

ALL QUI E T N O W

WKIil.INGTOX. N. Z.. January 10..It is
reported here that, owing to the trouble at
Samoa, growing out of the election of a

successor to the late King Mnlieloa. three
British warships will proceed there, and
that one American warship will start for
the islands from Honolulu.
LONDON. January It*..A special dispatch

from Auckland. N. Z.. says the British
and American consuls were compelled to
force ih» doors of the. supreme court at

Apia. Samoa, in which the German consul
had established himself, and to push him
into the street.

f«rrinan CokhuI ronilenin*1!!.
All parties at Apia, the special dispatch

continues, unite in condemning the Ger¬
man con. ul for the lighting whjch has
taken place between the rival kings. It is
puinti d out that, in violation of all agree¬
ments, the consul accompanied Ma'aafa s
forces when the ih'in.ant invaded the town
and encouraged the opposition to Malietoa
Tanus.
When the British and American consuls

ware informed as to the situation they ad¬
journed the court and locked the building.
The German consul then demanded the
k- vs, which were refused him. Ho t hen
broke open tl.e doors, r;moved the locks
and replaced them with others. He after¬
ward brought tli German nr.nii<-i;>al pres¬
ident into the chamber, and the latter went
upon the balcony and shouted to !h ' Brit¬
ish and American marines assembled on
the square:
"I am the supreme court. I am the chief

justice."
The crowd rep'ied with jeers and the

British consul d -manded the keys of the
building, which were refused.

Siinmnn Fln» IIolMtod.
A Scotchman named Mackie thereupon

climbed 011 top of the building and hoisted
the Samoan flag, while the British and
Americat: consuls and a number of marines
invaded the building, forced the doors open
and pushed th- Geii..an consul into the
street.
Then the two consuls formally and legal¬

ly, according to the special dispatch, open¬
ed tile court aild issued a warning against
any further interference with its Jurisdic¬
tion, threatening to arrest and imprison
any oni attempting to do so.
Matters, the dispatch concludes, are now

quiet, and the Geru;an consul remains in
his consulate.

Flight Lantcd Two Hoar*.
Al'CKI^AND. X. 7... January 111..Further

particulars regarding the disturbances at
Samoa show Mataafa's followers numbered
about 5,0*10 men and that the adherents of
Malletoa Tanus were only about in
number. There was two hours' fighting be¬
tween the rival forces, during which sev¬
eral of the warriors were decapitated.
The American consul issued a proclama¬

tion claiming that the Berlin treaty had the
same force as a law of Congress, and that
an insult to the supreme court of Samoa
is, therefore, equivalent to an insult to the
government at Washington.

Order* for the Philadelphia.
The Navy Department has prepared or¬

ders for the cruiser Philadelphia to pro-
< eed at once to Samoa to represent the
United States Interests there. The Phila¬
delphia has Just sailed from Acapulco,
Mexico, to San Diego, t'al.. where she is
due next Sunday. Meanwhile, if any ves¬
sel more quickly available can be found,
tme of Dewey's lien, for Instance, it will
be ordered at once to Samoa 10 answer
the urgent appeal of the United Stat.s
consul there. It will be the duty of the
commandjr of the \essel dispatched there
to act in conformity with the instructions
of the I'nited States consul, so far as those
instructions are in line with the treaty
of Berlin, which, the I'nited States eon-
tends, must be literally enforced until
amended, ill conformity with th- usual
diplomatic practice. It would take the
Philadelphia about sixteen days to make
tile run ftom San Diego to Apia, touching
at Honolulu for coal. The run may he
mail _. in slightly less lime from tile Philip¬
pines.

Milit Send the Oregon.
One resort that is opjn to the Navy De¬

partment is to send the Oregon to the Sa¬
moan Islands. She left Callao on tile llth
instant, and should reach Honolulu about
the lith of February. She can be inter¬
cepted there with orders sent by the dis¬
patch boat Iroquois, now at San Francisco,
and could reach Apia in about eight days
after receiving her orders, it is a rather
fortunate circumstance that the lug battle
ship Iowa is due at San Francisco just
about the same dale that thi uregon is
due at Honolulu, so that the Pacific coast
will not be left entirely without naval
force. It is true that the Iowa is in need
of repairs to her boilers and machinery,
but she is still perfectly serviceable, and
these repairs may be deferred lor some
time without injury to the ship.

Tri'aly Modification.
While the attention of the public has been

of late drawn from the Samoan Islands to
other more important subjects, it appears
that interesting events have been succeed¬
ing each other with rapidity in the islands
with which the United States, as one of
the guardians of the native kingdom, is
deeply concerned, it has been realised for
a long time past (hat there was need for
a modification of the terms ot the tripartite
treaty by which we assumed this joint
guardianship with England and Germany.
JJut it iias, up to this point, not been pos¬
sible to get ail three of the powers to agree
upon any one project. In President Cleve¬
land's administration the proposition was
made to Congress that the United States
should retire entirely from its part in the
management of the affairs of the island.
This proposition was vigorously resisted by
a majority in Congress, and failing, as al¬
ready stated, to secure an agreement for
a modification of the treaty according to
the usual diplomatic forms, the oiikiais of
the State Department have felt constrained
to insist upon the three powers living up
to the treaty as it stands. Negotiations
have been on foot for some time in re.ation
to the succession to the Samoan throne,
and it is calculated to lead to ill-feeling, at
least, that the German officials should re¬
sort to a coup de'etat at this stage of the
negotiations.

Germany Responsible.
It is believed that much of the responsi¬

bility for this arbitrary action must rest
upon Raffel, the German president of the
municii al couicil at Apia, whose meddle¬
some attitude of late has led to remon¬
strance on the part of the other powers.
It was fully understood that this mischief-
maker was to be removed to another scene
of activity, and the supposition is that, get¬
ting wird of this intention, he has precipi¬
tated a crisis before his government could
reach him with the proper orders to gov¬
ern his conduct.
In fact, the remoteness of Samoa from ail

f°"r,c^.,of r->l,ld communication. Auckland.
.1 miles distant, Iwing the nearest pointto the cable terminus. makes th- situation
much more perilous than it would Im oth. r-
Wise. It is not doubted that the three K"V-
ernmen., the l nit. ,1 State*. (Jr. at Hnta.n
and Germany, cou'.d easily reach a satis¬
factory solution of the.crisis in Samoa :(
they could deal with the sul.Jet.-t thctn-
selves in the usual course, but what is to
be feared is seme ill-considered action on
the par of s..me of the agents of these
governments in Samoa, before they can n-
<ei\e instructions as t«» Uu wishes of tfteftr
TV?.?.?- Il s" happens. fortunately,hat the interests of the tufted States in
of' M?Uiri,er^"«-the *'orld are 1,1 ,h** hands
tion M.i'X .

Osborn- ln whose dlscre-
dence

department reposes coi»!i-

A Diplomatic Conference.
The immediate effect of the publication in

the morning papers of the news from Sa¬
moa was to bring to the State Department

Ju>lan Pauncefote. the British ambas¬
sador. and Baron Speek von Sternberg, the

cretar> of the German embassy, of
"<ler ,he f"rlot rules laid down for

aTnTr^e
X,»7uTlot SB""""rsations that took place. Stir it i«

bits were ,,'>UMed 'hat 'he simoan trou-

deeDesr enn f»USSed J' 'S knoW» th»t the
the tlir Jon<ern at 'he outlook is felt bvthe three parties to the agreementThe common belief iv» »>..,* «representative" fn simoaT acUng^The
ceedl"?TheTrann°r completely ex-

rovernment 'nslructi""s ^m their own

y condemn their actions as soon *s ft h?sbecome officially advised is to «i, V ,

actually happened As alr<U InUmatedthe authorities feel that ihe greatest ele-
U afe. ,^":?" r U"S in th" Po^siWmy that
before 1h?vvrnceed '« extremes
ocrore tnt> can be restrained by advicesfrom their own government.
* ltrKirded aa an Idle Threat.
It Is not conceivable that they would un¬

dertake to carry out the threat reported to
have been made by them to forcibly board
the British gunboat Porpoise, for even
though the latter might have to reckon
with the German gunboat Falke, lying i.
her immediate vicinity, it is felt here th.-

' * 'U,,J resist such an attack ordemand to the last extremity. Neither of
os- rSrS!"I>S L* a ver>' formidable craft

JUS. about ranking in offensive power withvessels of the Annapolis and Vtckabunrclass in the American navy. Still In theabsence of anything like fordfi-ations at

inL .'h w! th"ir small-caliber hattor¬
s' i i',-; ,WO"Id I'tobably control the Stua-

I..o ,? lhe r;inge of their g:;ns. whu-hwould mean the town of Apia proper pre-

each"ftl'crat refrainc(1 from attacking

IMPORTANT \KVVS FROM KIOS.

Spanish War OMU-e Maintain Great
Secrecy HeKiirdinK 11.

MADRID, January lit.The war office
has received a dis|>ateh from Gen. Ki.w, in
command of the Spanish troops in the Phi1-
ippints, concerning which the officials
maintain the greatest resrve.
The temains of Capt. Oviedo y Buata-

nunte, who was chief of staff under Ad¬
miral Cervera, and who died at the end of
July last frgm wound*; sustained while
lighting in the trenchja at Santiago on JuTy2, have arrived at Cadiz and ha-e lt*nsolemnly interred in th. Pantheon! Vhore
re"r,ng0"acePanl9h "RJ th";r

.hThLdlSr;a,Ch °f «-». Rios also annour.c =

and "Jh6 of.Span"" 'roops hum. wardand sajs the situation at Manila i< un¬changed Still according to h's ad vie. - the

agjdnst^thfi lihe IsIalul of Min.la, to
against the Americans is growing rai.idl\Numerous Mohammedans ar,- tit,!-.
fanatics are scouring the country prtacl-Vr -

a holy war.
" fe

yi,1,,/8. f"rther asserted that the Island of
ZiCuu is in fuil revolt.

,Jl>eJ)remUr- Stnor Sagasta. announce
that tire queen regent will sign a decree
convoking the corns the following ,tav
fion -.V thre°.elPt °f :,j': "CWd of 'he ratili, a-

o
J of ' ireaty ot peace by the United

otateb toenate.

FRAME S SimiAKINE BOAT.
Discussion of tile Subject in the

< humber or Ucputics.
PARIS, January I'J.In the chamber of

deputies today M. Paschal Urousset, radical
socialist, introduced the question of sub¬
marine boats, in which vessels, he said,
successful experiments had been conducted
at Toil oil. The deputy pointed out the
importance of this matter, which, he al¬
leged, would produce a revolution in naval
tactics. lie further declared that a syndi¬
cate of iron manufacturers had for twelve
Jears past oppos. d the construction of sub¬
marine boats and had tried to prevent the
su.-c.ss of the xjKiim Ms in thus, v.* ,-

1 herefore, he moved the ajc ..ntmeii: .f
l" eXa,nino !'«» '.he quest i.,.

and a.ski-d ior urgency on his motion
the minister of marine, M. Lock.ov

posed M. Groueset's motion on tSe Krouodliiat a committee of the chamber of depu¬ties would be incompetent to deal with tne
question, which, he add d, was in ehaivjcof specialists.
tim.wl °,f lhe Gustavc Zede. he con¬
tinued had shown that she possessed the
requited capabilities not only for tiring tor¬pedoes under water, but for navigabilityunder water. 1- ranee, the murine nuaister
fa:''. a.s "lily pow.-r in possession ut a
practical submarine boat.

i he chamber rejected the motion for ur-
gency by a vote of ,;57 to 1^1.

WWKl) AF1KH SENATOR II V\\A.

IfiK l-'reinlit Steamer to Hear Ohio
Senator** Name.

CLKVKLAND. Ohio, January The bg
freight steamer building at the yard of
the Globe iron Works Company here for
the Cleveland Steamship Company, the
stockho'ders of which are among the lead¬
ing vessel owners and coal and ore ship-
Hani a*'" ^ na'n<-*'1 f°r Senator M. A.

file Ilanita will be i:;.i feet over all, -11 o
3
L beam and ZS i'e« t molded

depth. The new Vessel wi I be completedand ready tor business May 1.

tVO\. l'OWfclHS WILL \OT APPOINT.
Mr. UtnKley'N Seat Will Be Vacant

This t'ongreKN.
S|M'.'lal ]>lspnteb to The Kvetiillg Star.
LEtViSTtiN, Me., January 10. Gov

Powers said this morning he would not call
a special election in the second district to
fill tie vacancy caused by the death of
Congressman Dingley for the present Con-
gress. "There are only forty-four days in
which to call and hold the election." sai.l
the governor, "and this is not sufficient
time. I'nder the Australian ballot la-.\
the election .annot 4>e held in less than
sixty elays. That was the time required i n-
the holding of the election in the case of
death of Congressman Milliken. There will
be nc one therefore to till Mr. Dinglev's
place in this Congress. I will call an elec¬
tion to elect a man to represent the second
distih t in the next Congress whenever tl e
leading men think best. It is a matt, r for
the republicans in that section to decide "

The generally expressed opinion her.
among the leading politiiians is that there
is to be a big fight for the nomination in
the second disttict. The report that Ch is
E. Iattlefield of Rockland can »e< are the
nomination with scarcely an effort has no
credence here. There will be a number of
aspirants for Dingley's place and many of
them are able and well-known men.

Outline of the Work of the Filipino
Commission Completed.

CIVIL MEMBiRS WILL START TUESDAY
. ?

A Long Conference Held Today
With President McKuiiey.

A S EC K 13 T A K V CHOSEN

Th« Ihrw civilian n. ml.rri> of ihr nr-w
Filipino commlBKioo had a lori* conference
with President McKmley today. Those
present wi re- President Schurman . »f Cor¬
nell, who will probably be president «»f the
commission; Prof Dean c. Worcester of
Ann Arbor Cniwrslty and Col. Charles
Denby. The military Jiivmitfix of the <*om-
mission arc to in* Admiral Dewey andMaj,*
General Otis. commanding the American
forces in the Philippines.
The commission, the members of which

will receive their commissions tomorrow,
has alrea> organized and decided upon the
details of its work. Final and written
Instructions will be delivered by the Pres¬
ident tomorrow or next day. He has In¬
formed the m« m»N*rs of w hat is d«»sired of
them, but prefers that the instructions
shall be in black and whit?, that they may
stand for themselves if question is ever
made.

l,en\c for V Nnconvfr TucmIii).
In accordance with the President's desire

that the commission shall Ret to the Philip¬
pines as quickly as possible, it was d« id d
today that Messrs. Schurman and Worees-
ter snail leave New York Tuesday 011 a

fast train for Vancouver. The steamer
Kmpress ot Japan will hjUI from Vancwver
for lionp Konp on the :toth of this month,
and has agreed to await the arrival of the
commissioners and the party to accompany
them.

It was found since yesterday that a
steamer ,f«.r the .-a*t will not leave San
Francisco for some time. This explains the
departuit from Vancouver. Th I'.mpn^ss
oi «'apan will touc h t Yokohama and Na¬
gasaki. Japan, on its way to Hon* Konr,
wluch will be reached oti the i"»ih of i«Vb-
i uary.
A government tiansport will be in wait¬

ing at Hong ;11i«I imti,« «11 at. Iv e..n.e\-
in' c«tuniis>i u rs to Man.a. whieh will
be rea« h -d about the last of February.
<'ol«*ne| Denby, during his duties on "the

war «¦ .mmissMMi. will not |eav» here lor
AI«iv.ila tor tw<. Wf«*ks. Me will g»*i away
as sjon as he can get through his work
here.

\ S«»vrotHr> Selected.
It has b decided that there shall lie a

secretary, a disbursing officer, three «»: forr
clerks and s"v\-r^] stenographers. Dr.
Schurman said that the appointments wni
be an m-tn ei in a few days.

It is learned thai KJwarl 1-. liatdin of
Chicago will be appointed a£ sec »a.ry of
tne commission.

it. 11..» in Wash.nn,.ii Mr Hardin
was a guest on the revenue cutler Me«"ui-
loch whin sin start***] from Rctf.dk for
San i ran* .s« last January b\ ir Suez
canal route. When the cutter n hed
Hong Kong and was ordered to Manila

.with Admiral Dew* y*s siiuadnn Mr Har-
din enlists! Hs a v« unteer ufficct ;-:»d \ ar-
tieipafii 11 h»- bat! 1. f Mai l *was

j a*ierward appointed a special « mniission-
er t<» inve.vaga! th« limincial and Jistoms
conditions in the Philippines.
He made a report «if his observation*' sev¬

eral weeks ago, and this In part l««d to his
appointm. ?n on ih- Philippine commission.
Mr. Hardin was formerly assistant finan¬
cial editor of ib, « hi ago Tribune, and was
associate,] with Prank A. Vanderlip. now
assistant secretary of the treasure in . he
editorship of the Banker*" Magazine of
Chicago.

PI 111.14 LlltKAKl SITi:.

Mount Vernon Square Decided on at
Conference Today.

Pr» sidvnt N-»y. s and Vi< e PKtMh W ar-

ner of the public library trustees w« r. at
the Capitol this afternoon. They first saw
Senator McMillan an 1 then had a hearing
before the House subcommittee of the com¬
mittee oil public buildings and grounds, in
whose charge has been placed th* full pro¬
viding «.he site f««r the public library build¬
ing to be erected by Mr. Andrew t'arn< ^je.
This subcommittee consists of .uta-
tives Mercer, Hicks and l)ankh< ad.
As a lesult of these conferences tie- land¬

ing bill is an.ended in several particulars
and will be tomorrow n. »rning favoraidy
ieported as annealed in the Senate District
« om*iillee and the House commitlee on pu .-

lie buildings and grounds.
Mount Vernon Square is subsiltut.l for

the Center A.arket space as the sjt« and
the time witini which the building must
be commenc d is extended from six to
twelve months. A commission is i
to select plans and to choose an 'Ulcer to
erect the building.
The provisions en this point will follow

the lines «.f the coin sponding section i:i the
municipal building bill, now pending. The
Commissioners < f tie Distri. t will b ivpre-
sented on the commission, and it antici¬
pated tha; Mr. Bernard H. Green will sup¬
ervise the erection of the building.
The opinion was expressed in t>o«h con¬

ferences that not only would ti.- -nimit-
tees of the respective houses act favorably
tomorrow on the amended bill, but thai the
Senate and 11 use would prompt v pass ii
measure, every objection to it having now
apparently been removed.

DtMOt HA1S lNDK.WVI.

Ilenent ltelu«c Placed in Mtttudc of
Opposiui; Treaty,

A considerable nunilxr of democrats in
Congiess are indignant at the idea of that
party being drugged into the position gf
opposing the ratification of «he peaoe
treaty as a party move. They contend
that while two or three republicans may-
stand with the opposition to the treaty, the
attitude of democratic senators in organiz¬
ing and composing the major part of the
opposition will force the party to shoulder
a responsibility which may In* disastrous
to it.
The recentme it at this method of opposi¬

tion is not confined to men who may l>e
termed exj a i.-i >nisis. but is entertained by
those who. like Mr. W. J. Bryan, oppose
the retention of the Philippines, but itisis«t

j that the treaty should be ratified. Tkeso
men feel that if. by a filibuster, the ratitl-

I cation of the treaty at this session were
prevented the democratic party w »u)d be
made to feel the popular tesentment. and
that it would be impossible to justify the
action on the ground of mere opposition to

j the retention of the Philippines.
The answer to such a plea would b* that

Mr. Bryan, who is making n fight in oppo¬sition to expansion, is himself in favor of
ratifying the treaty, as are other democrats
who oppose expansion, and that it is a self-
evident proposition that the defeat of the
treaty is not necessary to the adoption of
an ant -exi*ar.s;en pottcjT-
The advocates of ihe treaty express entire

confidence in their ability to secure the
ratification of the treaty, and are not gen¬
erally disposed to offer any concession.

» «

Pliilndclphin at Snn l)lenn.
SAN DIEGO. Ca!., January lP.-Tho lT.

S. S. Philadelphia, wHh Admiral Kaut* on
beard, arrive ! this morning from Aca«
pulco. All well.


